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4. NOV 1947 


fhe Honorable Edward E* Bee* 

Chairman, House Comlttee on 
Poet Office and Civil Sorvlco 
0*8* House of Representatives 
Washington, »* 0* 

!, 

Pear Mr* Bee* t 

Eeoeipt is acknowledged of your letter of 81 October rola.il v* to 
the submission of the etrongth figures of this agency to the House Poet 
Office and Clrll Service Cossalttee* 

X have discussed this matter with the national Soaurlty Council 
which has supervision over this agency by recent Act of Congress, and 
have been Instructed by the Council that for essential soourity reasons 
the strength of the Central Intelligence Agency should not be furnished 
for publication* 

the publication of our strength would stake this data easily acces- 
sible to enemy agents in this country* Buoh Information would enable 
ouch agents to determine with relative ease the general program and 
strength of effort of the intelligence activities of tho United State** 
I am sure you will agree -that auoh a contingency would bo highly un- 
desirable, to say tho least* 


It has boon our long standing policy that no strength figure* will 
be given out by this agency for record purpose* except to two spool ally 
cleared senior officials in the Bureau of the Budget who arc charged 
with tho handling of our budget problem** the Bureau of the Budget ha* 
consistently maintained the security of our Strength figures under all 
oircuxactanos*. We have also several time* in the past arranged with 
ooranittooa of congress to withdraw requests for our strength figures 
for record purposes qftor discussing with then, our essential security 
requirements* Also, by a long standing verbal agreement, we have fur- 
nished no strength of. individual personnel data to the Civil Service 
Comission in order to insure that auoh data would not be recorded* 


It was suggested to the representative of your eomlitee who 
recently contacted ns that the published strength report of government 
agencies exclude our figures, such exclusion to be explained by a foot- 
note to the effect that national defense reasons make this necessary* 
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» 2 «* 

X how no desire to withhold these fibres tro» you personally, trad 
mil ho pleased to see you at your convenience and to inform you verbally 
of our setae! and <watowpl*to4 strength for your Information only# and* of 
course, not for publication. 

I obi sure you trill understand ay own and tho Sationol Soourity 
Council*# groat concern shout the full security of the nativities and 
operations of this agency, I wish also to assure you of ay full coop* 
oration with the needs and desires of your oosssibhee to the utmost ext en t 
oonasensurato with our national defense and security* 

Sincerely, - 


K. H* HIUJOKOmKR 
floor Admiral, USJT 
Bixector of Control Intelligence 
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